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Invitation for you to open the 2018 calendar with devotion:
Prayers, Promises and Readings for the New Year

Thursday 4th January 2018  7:30 to 9:30 pm
The Crypt, Camphill Community, Japonica Lane, Willen Park, Milton Keynes MK15 9JY

Teas and refreshments will be served at the end of the evening.

Dear Friends and Members of Interfaith MK,
At the January meeting, each participant is invited to prepare a two minute prayer, scriptural reading or 
even a song, to express their spiritual goals for the upcoming New Year. We sit in an unbroken circle with 
one candle, one light at our centre. Our January contemplation lays the foundation for this year’s action.  
Wishing us all to be the givers and recipients of many blessings in the community in 2018,
Ken Harris and David Rennie, Co-convenors, IFMK

A long time ago, king David of Judah wanted to build a temple for God. Through Nathan, 
the prophet, God reminded David that his dwelling, for hundreds of years, had been a tent, a 

deliberate sign that God is mobile, with his people; wherever they are, God will be with them. David 
never did build that temple, but his son, Solomon did. 
Some centuries later, the story of the birth of Jesus (Saviour), points back to that God who likes to be 
free and mobile – born after a trek from Nazareth, with no proper lodgings available, of a couple not 
yet established in marriage, with no recognised royal or priestly line, and not even able to trace the 
baby’s biological father. 
Roll on a millennium or two and Christians have built magnificent cathedrals and churches where God 
can ‘live’ decently. At midnight on Christmas Eve these ‘houses of God’ are full to the brim with dewy-
eyed worshippers singing their hearts out and reciting words of adoration. But where is God?
I have a sneaky suspicion he will be in the tents of the homeless that fill the underpasses of Milton 
Keynes. He will be in the tents of asylum seekers in Jordan and Turkey and Calais. He will be in the 
Bangladeshi tents of a million Rohingya refugees.
May God be with you and your loved ones, wherever you are, this Christmas and throughout 2018.
Steve
Steve Barnes
Chaplain
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